
AGENDA 
La Vergne Board of Zoning Appeals 

January 31, 2023 at 5:30 PM  
 

 
● Call meeting to order. 
● Determine quorum. 
  
ORDER OF BUSINESS  
    
1.  Approve Minutes:  November 29, 2022 Regular Meeting 
  
NEW BUSINESS  
    
2.  Request for Sign Variance - Property located at 342 Mason Road (Tax Map 17, 

Parcel 7.08).  I-2 (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District.  Property owned by Mason 
Road Holdings South, LLC. 

  
ADJOURN  
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS OF 
THE CITY OF LA VERGNE, TENNESSEE NOVEMBER 29, 2022 IN LA VERGNE CITY 
HALL, LA VERGNE, TENNESSEE 
 
The La Vergne Board of Zoning Appeals met in a regular meeting on November 29, 2022 
in La Vergne City Hall starting at 5:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Graeme Coates. 
 
Members Present 
 
Members present: Chairman Graeme Coates, Terrence Smith, and Charles Jones.  Vice-
Chairman Craig Pollock and Alfred Lane were absent. 
 
Staff Members Present 
 
Staff members present: Assistant City Administrator Kyle Brown, City Attorney Evan 
Cope, City Planner Bo Logan, Engineering and Planning Technician Jake Blair, Codes 
Director Randolph Salyers, Executive Assistant Juliet Williams, and Media Services Jerry 
Davenport.  
 
Approve Minutes 
 
A motion, made by Secretary Graeme Coates, seconded by Charlie Jones, to approve 
the minutes of the October 25, 2022 Regular Meeting, was adopted with all voting AYE. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Appeal the Decision of the City Planner, Property located at 142 Stones River 

Road (Tax Map 15M, Group C, Parcel 1).  C-2 (Highway Service Commercial) 
Zoning District.  Property owned by Titan Home Builders, LLC. 

 
Mr. Bo Logan gave his report.  
 
Chairman Coates swore in Mr. James Nyquist, 574 Franklin Road, a representative of 
Titan Home Builders. Mr. Nyquist made comments about the zoning ordinance and their 
plan for the location. He stated there was not a clearly defined use on the permitted zoning 
ordinance for automotive service. He read a portion of the ordinance and explained the 
service they would want to provide for automobiles at the property. He stated that Mr. 
Logan suggested they come before the Board, to get a clear interpretation of the C-2 
zoning ordinance.    
 
Chairman Coates swore in Mr. Avi Elfersy, 306 Sand Hill Road, with Titan Home Builders. 
Mr. Elfersy explained that they would use the property for automobile maintenance. He 
made comments about the proposed building and their ideas for it.  
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Chairman Coates made comments about the allowed use. He asked Assistant City 
Administrator Kyle Brown about Stones River Road by the new CSX building. Mr. Brown 
confirmed that they are not widening the road, but adding striping. Chairman Coates 
asked the applicant about the planned width of the driveway. The applicant explained. A 
discussion ensued.  
 
Chairman Coates asked Mr. Logan about the City’s special exceptions under C-2. He 
stated that he did not see where vehicles were listed. Mr. Nyquist explained that was the 
reason they wanted to speak to the Board since there was not a clear definition of vehicle 
service. Chairman Coates asked Mr. Nyquiest what section of the ordinance he was 
referring to. Mr. Nyquist stated it was section 5.053.2, under Highway Service District. 
Chairman Coates stated that it was not on the user’s permitted list.  
 
Mr. Logan stated that he understood the vehicle service to be for heavy trucks, not for 
automobiles.  
 
City Attorney Evan Cope asked the applicants to explain what they are asking. Chairman 
Coates stated that the applicants are referring to section 5.053.2, C-2 Highway Service 
District, on the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Mr. Elfersy stated that the ordinance doesn’t define the size and shape of the vehicle. Mr. 
Cope explained that trucks are a different category than automobiles, according to the 
U.S. Department of Transportations definition.  
 
Chairman Coates swore in Mr. Randy Khan, 306 Sand Hill Road. Mr. Khan made 
comments about different vehicles and what different States define them as. He made 
comments about the City’s rules regarding vehicle service and repairs. He stated that the 
City does not define the difference in trucks and cars as vehicles. 
 
Mr. Brown stated that he disagreed with Mr. Khan. He explained that an automobile is 
permitted to travel to and from homes, but a tractor-trailer is not because of the weight 
restrictions.  
 
Codes Director Randolph Salyers reiterated what Mr. Brown stated. He explained that 
gross vehicular weight determines the difference between an automobile and a truck.  
 
A motion, made by Terrence Smith, seconded by Charlie Jones, to deny the appeal of 
the decision of the City Planner, was adopted with all voting AYE.  
 
 
2. Request for Sign Variance, Property located at 5192 Murfreesboro Road (Tax 

Map 15M, Group B, Parcel 9). C-2 ( Highway Service Commercial) Zoning 
District. Property owned by TN RAD Owner, LLC, C/O The Walgreen 
Company.  

 
Mr. Logan gave his report.  
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Chairman Coates swore in Ms. Betsy Schakelford, 1720 Ed Temple Blvd., a 
representative for TriStar Transport. He asked the applicant if Mr. Logan’s report was 
accurate. Ms. Schakelford confirmed it was. She made comments about the signs needed 
on both sides of the building due to the traffic. A discussion ensued.  
 
Chairman Coates explained the reasoning for having two signs on a building on a corner 
lot.  
 
A motion, made by Charlie Jones, seconded by Terrence Smith, to approve the sign 
variance, was adopted with all voting AYE.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before this meeting, Chairman Coates declared 
the meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Chairman 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       City Recorder 
 
       Approved: _______________________ 
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Board of Zoning Appeals Report 
Meeting:  January 31, 2023 

City of La Vergne 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Request: Request for Sign Variance, Property located at 342 Mason Road (Tax Map 017, 

Parcel 7.08).  I-2 (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District.  Property owned by Mason 
Road Holdings South, LLC. 

 
Reviewed By:  Bo Logan, Planning 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a sign variance on behalf of their client, Amazon.  This site has 
been home to Amazon for nearly 4 years. 
 
The property is not located in any overlay. 
 
The applicant has identified a need for more signage than is allowed by the municipal zoning ordinance.  
Per the signage regulations codified in Section 4.070 of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial 
structures are allowed additional signage as long as they meet the requirements set forth in the ordinance.  
 
In addition to the normal signage allowed, the owners would like to install additional directional signs 
throughout the site.  The proposal calls for the installation or modification of at least 17 signs per the 17 
panes shown in the detail sheets of the sign plan set.  The shape and colors of the signs are indicated on 
the plans in the packet. 
 
Many of the signs are well below the 2’ x 3’ range as the bulk of the signage would be for wayfinding and 
to mark dock doors, etc. 
 
There has been a BOZA sign on the property for over 3 weeks (at the time of this writing), and staff has 
received only one phone call of inquiry.  
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1717 McKinney Avenue, Suite 1900, Dallas, TX 75202 | 214-647-4905 | www.clarionpartners.com 

Sarah Madewell, CPM 
Senior Vice President 

August 10, 2022 
 
 
 
City of LaVergne 
Planning Dept. 
 
Re: Amazon (DTN7) – Parking Lot Signage 

342 Mason Road  
 LaVergne, TN  
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
Our tenant, Amazon, has requested Landlord approval for certain parking lot signage alterations at the 
above referenced site. Accordingly, this letter serves as Owner’s authorization for Amazon to apply for 
the required site modifications and permit in order to complete these alterations. 
 
Should you have any questions pertaining to Owner’s approval please feel free to contact me at 
sarah.madewell@clarionpartners.com or 214/647-4905. 
 
MASON ROAD HOLDINGS SOUTH, LLC, 
a Delaware limited liability company 
 
 
By: _________________________ 
Name: Sarah Madewell 
Title: Senior Vice President 
 
 

mailto:sarah.madewell@clarionpartners.com
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ENTERPRISE BLVD
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(PDR) Planned Density Residential
A      Agriculture
C-1   Government Use
C-2   Highway Service
C-3   Neighborhood Service
C-4   Shopping Center
I-1    Light Industrial
I-2    Heavy Industrial
I-3    Industrial (Special Use)
R-1   Low Density Residential
R-2   Medium Density Residential
R-2S MDR Grandfathered
R-2Z MDR Grandfathered
R-3   High Density Residential
R-3Z HDR Zero Lot Line
R-4   Mobile Home

City
LAVERGNE

342 Mason Rd
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	AGENDA - January 31, 2023 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting
	 ORDER OF BUSINESS
	1. Approve Minutes:  November 29, 2022 Regular Meeting
	 NEW BUSINESS
	2. Request for Sign Variance - Property located at 342 Mason Road (Tax Map 17, Parcel 7.08).  I-2 (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District.  Property owned by Mason Road Holdings South, LLC.



