
AGENDA 
La Vergne Board of Zoning Appeals 

June 27, 2023 at 5:30 PM  
 

 
● Call meeting to order. 
● Determine quorum. 
  
ORDER OF BUSINESS  
    
1.  Approve Minutes:  March 28, 2023 Regular Meeting. 
  
OLD BUSINESS  
    
2.  Request for Variance to Parking Regulations in the La Vergne Zoning 

Ordinance.  Property located at 703 Waldron Road (Tax Map 29, Parcel 22.02). 
 R-3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District.  Parcel owned by John M. 
Gilliland Living Trust. 

  
NEW BUSINESS  
    
3.  Request for Sign Variance - Property located at 503 New Paul Road (Tax Map 

17, Parcel 40.03).  I-2 (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District.  Property owned by 
AMERCO Real Estate Company. 

  
ADJOURN  
 

Page 1 of 26



 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS OF 
THE CITY OF LA VERGNE, TENNESSEE ON MAY 30, 2023 IN LA VERGNE CITY 
HALL, LA VERGNE, TENNESSEE 
 
The La Vergne Board of Zoning Appeals met in a regular meeting on May 30, 2023 in 
La Vergne City Hall starting at 5:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Graeme Coates. 
 
Members Present 
 
Members present: Chairman Graeme Coates, Vice-Chairman Craig Pollock, Charles 
Jones, Terrence Smith, and Alfred Lane. 
 
Staff Members Present 
 
Staff members present:  Assistant City Administrator Kyle Brown, City Attorney Phillip 
Dodd, City Planner Bo Logan, Engineering Director Gary Lide, Codes Director Randolph 
Salyers, Executive Assistant Juliet Williams, and Media Services Jerry Davenport.  
 
1. Approve Minutes: March 28, 2023, Regular Meeting  
 
A motion, made by Vice-Chariman Craig Pollock, seconded by Alfred Lane, to approve 
the minutes of the March 28, 2023 Regular Meeting, was adopted with all voting AYE. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2. Request for Variance to Height Restriction in the La Vergne Zoning 

Ordinance.  Property located at 703 Waldron Road (Tax Map 29, Parcel 
22.02).  R-3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District.  Parcel owned by John 
M. Gilliland Living Trust. 

 
Mr. Bo Logan gave his report. 
 
Chairman Coates swore in Mr. Terry Rasmussen, a representative of BRS Development.   
 
Mr. Lane asked Mr. Rasmussen how far back the development will extend. Mr. 
Rasumessen stated it would be 23 acres. A discussion about the property ensued.    
 
Chairman Coates asked about the rooms and the roofline. Mr. Rasmussen explained the 
ceiling height and the current issues with the city’s ordinance. He made comments about 
the steam from the showers being an issue.  
 
Mr. Lane asked about the setback. Mr. Rasmussen stated that the setback would be up 
to code.  Mr. Pollock explained his concerns. Mr. Logan stated that the building would 
look better if the height is extended. A discussion ensued. 
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A motion was made by Terrence Smith, seconded by Chairman Graeme Coates, to 
approve the request for variance.  
 
Mr. Charlie Jones made comments about his concerns. 
 
The motion was adopted following a roll-call vote.  
 
 Terrence Smith   AYE 
 Vice-Chairman Pollock  AYE 
 Charlie Jones  NO 
 Alfred Lane   AYE 
  
  
3. Request for Variance to Parking Regulations in the La Vergne Zoning 

Ordinance.  Property located at 703 Waldron Road (Tax Map 29, Parcel 
22.02).  R-3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District.  Parcel owned by John 
M. Gilliland Living Trust. 

 
Mr. Logan gave his report.  
 
Chairman Coates swore in Mr. Terry Rasmussen, a representative of BRS Development.   
He explained the reasoning for the sign variance request. He stated only 10% of the 
complex will have three bedrooms.   
 
Mr. Lane made comments about his concerns. Mr. Rasmussen explained.  
 
Chairman Coates asked Mr. Logan if there were issues with other apartment complexes 
and parking. Mr. Logan explained. He stated that it is more environmentally friendly to 
have less parking.  
 
Mr. Jones stated it would be too restricted if it changes. Mr. Pollock gave his concerns 
with the zoning ordinance. A discussion ensued. Chairman Coates stated that the Board 
would need to propose a parking space number that the Board is comfortable with.  
 
Mr. Jones asked if they would consider 800 parking spaces. Mr. Rasmussen stated that 
he couldn’t answer without doing the design.  Mr. Lane requested 700 parking spaces.  
 
A motion, made by Terrence Smith, seconded by Alfred Lane, to approve the variance 
request as submitted, failed following a roll-call vote.   
 
 Terrence Smith   AYE 
 Vice-Chairman Polluck  NO 
 Charlie Jones  NO 
 Alfred Lane   NO 
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No further action was taken.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before this meeting, Chairman Coates declared 
the meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Chairman 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       City Recorder 
 
       Approved: _______________________ 
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Board of Zoning Appeals Report 
Meeting: June 27, 2023 City of La Vergne 

 

 
 
Item #:  2.  
 
Item Title: Request for Variance to Parking Regulations in the La Vergne Zoning 

Ordinance.  Property located at 703 Waldron Road (Tax Map 29, Parcel 
22.02).  R-3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District.  Parcel owned by 
John M. Gilliland Living Trust.  

 
Reviewed By: Bo Logan 
 
Summary: The applicant would like to request a variance from the parking regulations 

contained in the La Vergne Zoning Ordinance.  This multi-family project will 
contain 324 apartments. The parking areas must contain 972 parking spaces 
under the current zoning ordinance, or 3 spaces for every dwelling unit.  The 
apartment site would like to provide 669 parking spaces.  

 
Background 
Information: 

The property is located at 703 Waldron Road (Tax Map 29, Parcel 22.02).  This 
site is zoned R-3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District.  The parcel is owned 
by the John M. Gilliland Living Trust. 

 
Other Comments: At the last meeting, a motion was made to approve the request and the motion 

failed.  There was no motion made to deny the request.  This item is still open 
and a motion to approve or deny the request needs to be approved. 
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Board of Zoning Appeals Report 
Meeting: June 27, 2023 City of La Vergne 

 

 
 
Item #:  3.  
 
Item Title: Request for Sign Variance - Property located at 503 New Paul Road (Tax 

Map 17, Parcel 40.03).  I-2 (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District.  Property 
owned by AMERCO Real Estate Company.  

 
Reviewed By: Bo Logan 
 
Summary: The applicant is requesting approval of a sign variance on behalf of their client, 

UHAUL.  This site has been home to UHAUL for just shy of 18 months. 
  
The property is located in the overlay. 
  
The applicant has identified a need for more signage than is allowed by the 
municipal zoning ordinance.  Per the signage regulations codified in Section 
4.070 of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial structures may be 
allowed additional signage as long as they meet the requirements set forth in the 
ordinance.  
  
In addition to the normal signage allowed, the owners would like to install 
additional wall signs throughout the site.  The proposal calls for the installation 
or modification of at least 6 signs per their application.  However, staff has 
counted closer to 12 wall signs when counting canopy signs, orange metal 
waves, etc. 
  
The sign plans in the packet show the detail sheets of each sign.   The shape 
and colors of the signs are indicated on the plans in the packet as well. 
  
There has been a BOZA sign on the property for over 3 weeks (at the time of 
this writing), and staff has received no phone calls of inquiry.  

 
Background 
Information: 

This applicant last appeared on March 28, 2023 at the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  The applicant submitted the incorrect sign package to BOZA, so the 
variance request was withdrawn. 

 
Other Comments: None 
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